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Urban  District  of  Ottery  St.  Mary. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
OTTERY  ST.  MARY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  16th  Annual  Report  dealing 
with  matters  concerning  the  Public  Health  and  Sanitary  Adminis¬ 
tration  of  your  District  for  1938. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  Area  of  the  District  comprises  10,008  Acres,  and  the 
population  at  the  Census  taken  in  1931  was  3,713.  This  was  an 
increase  of  75  on  the  Census  taken  in  1921.  There  has  been  very 
little  change  in  the  resident  population  during  the  last  year. 

The  number  of  Inhabited  Houses  in  the  District  is  1,062  and 
the  average  number  of  inmates  is  about  4. 

The  Rateable  Value  is  £17,351,  and  the  sum  represented  by 
the  nett  produce  of  a  penny  rate  is  £66. 

The  neighbourhood  is  largely  an  Agricultural  one.  There  are 
no  occupations  in  the  District  having  a  prejudicial  effect  on  the 
health. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births 


( Legitimate 
{illegitimate 


Total  M  F 

48  21  2"  -  ' 

I  0 


Stillbirths 


0  0  0  Rate  per  1 ,000  total 

(live  &  still  births)  0 

66  27  39  Death  Rate  per  1,000 


Deaths 


of  the  estimated  resi¬ 
dent  population  1 7*5 

from  sepsis  ...  0 

from  other  ...  I 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 


2 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 


All  Infants  ...  ...  ...  3 

Legitimate  Infants  ...  ...  3 

Illegitimate  Infants  ...  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  0 

„  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  0 

„  ,,  Diarrhcea  (under  2  years)  ...  0 


Of  the  66  Deaths — 37  occurred  in  persons  who  had  reached 
the  age  of  70  and  upwards,  and  16  who  had  reached  the  age  of  80 
and  upwards. 

There  were  2  Deaths  in  persons  over  90. 

The  average  age  for  Death  in  the  District  is  66  5.  The  Death 
Rate  is  17  5  per  1,000 

There  were  9  Deaths  from  Cancer,  4  from  Tuberculosis,  I  I 
from  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  3  Accidental,  and  0  Suicidal. 

7  of  the  Deaths  were  transferable.  The  number  of  Deaths  is 
the  same  as  last  year,  and  has  been  unusually  high  again. 

There  has  not  been  much  unemployment  this  last  year,  and  I 
can  trace  no  evidence  that  unemployment  has  exercised  any  de¬ 
leterious  influence  on  the  health  of  the  children  or  adults. 

The  Medical  men  in  the  District  do  their  best  to  arouse  public 
interest  in  the  prevention  of  ill  health  and  in  the  importance  of 
early  treatment,  but  no  public  lectures  on  health  have  been  given. 
The  various  members  of  the  Council  use  their  personal  influence  to 
help  to  create  some  enthusiasm  with  regard  to  matters  of  public 
and  private  health  amongst  the  townsfolk. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

For  General  Sickness  the  needs  of  the  District  and  neigh¬ 
bouring  Areas  are  well  served  by  the  Ottery  St.  Mary  and  District 
Cottage  Hospital. 

During  the  year  178  Patients  have  been  In-Patients  in  the 
Hospital,  the  average  duration  of  the  stay  being  1 8’ I  days. 

65  Operations  were  performed  during  the  year. 

65  Accidents  were  treated,  and  1 ,278  Out-Patients  Attendances 
were  made. 

The  average  number  of  beds  occupied  during  the  year  was  1 0'5 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

During  the  year  the  Centre  was  opened  48  times,  and  there 
were  47  Mothers  on  the  register,  and  58  Children. 
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The  number  of  Attendances  were  :  — 

Mothers  ...  ...  741 

Infants  under  I  year  ...  640 

Toddlers  (I — 5  years)  ...  319 

The  Attendances  made  during  the  year  shows  a  very  marked 
increase  on  that  of  last  year,  and  much  credit  must  be  given  to 
the  Health  Visitor  who  attends  every  week,  and  to  the  voluntary 
workers  who  give  so  much  of  their  time  to  the  work  of  the  Centre. 

The  Medical  Officer  attends  every  other  Thursday  from  2.30 
to  3.30  p.m.,  and  the  Health  Visitor  every  Thursday  Afternoon, 
when  she  may  be  consulted  between  the  hours  of  2  and  4.30  p.m. 

There  are  no  Hospitals  for  Small  Pox,  Children’s  Ailments  or 
Maternity  Cases  in  the  Area. 

There  was  one  death  from  Puerperal  causes  during  the  year. 
In  any  case  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  the  Medical  man  in  attendance 
takes  swabs  from  the  mother  and  has  them  examined  at  the  Labor¬ 
atory  in  Exeter.  Under  the  County  Council  Scheme  a  specialist 
may  be  called  in  for  an  emergency  in  a  difficult  case  of  labour. 

Infectious  Cases  such  as  Diphtheria,  Typhoid  Fever,  and  Scarlet 
Fever  are  sent  to  Whipton  Isolation  Hospital  at  the  Council’s  ex¬ 
pense.  Special  Ambulances  are  sent  from  Whipton  to  remove  any 
Infectious  Cases  to  the  Fever  Hospital.  In  exceptional  cases  the 
Council  supplies  a  Trained  Nurse  to  attend  any  Infectious  Case 
which  is  too  ill  to  be  removed  to  an  Isolation  Hospital. 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis  come  under  the  County  Tuberculosis 
Officer,  and  are  removed  to  Ivybank  in  Exeter,  or  to  Hawkmoor 
Sanitorium,  if  considerable  advisable.  In  suitable  cases  the  County 
supplies  shelters  for  open-air  treatment  at  home. 

Cases  of  Venereal  Disease  are  recommended  for  treatment  at 
the  Special  Clinic  provided  in  Exeter. 

For  Non-lnfectious  and  Accident  Cases  there  is  an  Ambulance 
in  Honiton  staffed  by  the  Red  Cross  Society,  and  Ambulances  can 
also  be  procured  from  Exeter  or  Sidmouth—  and  one  of  them  has 
always  been  available  when  required. 

The  Public  Health  Staff  of  the  Council  consists  of  a  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  a  Sanitary  Inspector— both  are  part-time 
Officers.  The  Medical  Officer  has  the  qualifications  of  M.D.,  Bch., 
M.RC.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  has  those  of 
M  I.M.Cy.E.,  A.R.S.I. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  one  Trained  Midwife  practising 
in  the  District. 
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There  is  an  Orthopedic  Clinic  in  Honiton  to  which  children 
may  be  referred  for  advice  and  treatment.  Voluntary  workers  take 
the  Children  to  and  from  the  Clinic  once  a  week.  In  certain  cases 
children  requiring  Hospital  Treatment  are  sent  from  this  Clinic  to 
the  Orthopedic  Hospital  in  Exeter. 

There  are  no  other  Special  Hospitals  or  Clinics  in  the  District, 
and  the  general  arrangements  for  pathological  investigations  and 
for  infectious  disease  cases  are  the  same  as  in  previous  years. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Despite  the  considerable  amount  of  work  which  was  done  by 
the  Council  in  the  hope  of  improving  the  quality  of  the  water 
supply,  analyses  taken  at  frequent  intervals  still  showed  that  the 
water  was  polluted  with  Bacillus  Coli,  and  that  the  supply  was  not 
really  a  satisfactory  one  for  drinking  purposes.  Messrs.  Lemon  & 
Blizard,  Water  Engineers,  of  Plymouth,  reported  that  the  most 
satisfactory  way  of  overcoming  the  difficulty  was  to  instal  a  Chlor¬ 
inating  plant,  and  this  is  being  erected  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  water  is  collected  into  high  and  low  level  storage  tanks 
from  springs  on  East  Hill. 

There  are  680  houses  in  the  Area  served  by  this  water  supply. 
In  the  Rural  Area  the  houses  obtain  their  water  from  springs  and 
wells. 

On  West  Hill  there  is  a  private  water  supply  which  is  utilised 
by  a  number  of  houses. 

At  Tipton  St.  John’s  there  is  a  public  water  supply  in  the 
middle  of  the  village.  There  are  five  springs  which  run  into  a  well 
about  12  deep,  and  a  good  supply  is  thus  obtained.  There  is  also 
a  public  pump  at  Wiggaton. 

The  Town  Sewerage  and  Drainage  consists  of  a  main  drainage 
scheme  of  a  sewer  leading  to  a  septic  tank  from  which  the  sewage 
passes  over  six  filter  beds  to  the  irrigation  area.  Messrs.  Lemon 
&  Blizard,  of  Plymouth,  have  been  asked  to  make  a  report  on  the 
Sewage  Works,  as  it  Is  felt  that  perhaps  some  radical  changes  may 
be  necessary.  During  the  year  the  sewers  have  become  choked  on 
a  few  occasions,  and  have  received  immediate  attention.  When 
discovered  defective  house  drains  have  been  repaired  by  the 
owners. 

In  the  Rural  Areas  some  of  the  houses  are  provided  with  cess¬ 
pits. 

In  the  Town  Area  the  houses  are  provided  with  water  closets, 
but  in  many  cases  one  w.c.  serves  two  houses. 

In  the  Rural  Area  the  majority  of  the  houses  are  provided  with 
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Pail  Privies,  the  contents  of  which  are  disposed  of  by  the  occupiers 
in  their  gardens  or  allotments. 

A  tabulated  statement  of  the  number  of  Sanitary  Conveniences 
of  each  type  in  the  District,  and  particulars  as  to  the  number  of 
conversions  from  one  type  of  Convenience  to  another,  are  ap¬ 
pended  in  the  Sanitary  Officer’s  Report. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

There  is  to  my  knowledge  no  real  pollution  of  the  rivers  and 
streams,  and  no  particular  action  in  this  matter  has  therefore  been 
considered  necessary. 

SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 

No  action  has  been  taken  during  the  year  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  or  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No  action  has  been  necessary  under  this  heading. 
SCHOOLS. 

The  Sanitary  Arrangements  and  Water  Supply  to  the  Schools 
has  been  satisfactory.  The  Schools  are  not  closed  for  the  milder 
forms  of  Infectious  Diseases,  but  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  just 
before  the  Christmas  holiday,  there  were  some  cases  of  Diphtheria, 
and  the  Schools  in  the  Town  Area  were  closed  for  a  week. 

CAMPING  SITES. 

1.  Number  of  Sites  in  the  Area  which  were  used  for  Camping 

purposes  during  1938  ...  ...  ...  3 

2.  Number  of  Camping  Sites  in  respect  of  which  licences  have 

been  issued  by  the  Local  Authority  under  Section  269  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  2 

3.  The  estimated  maximum  number  of  campers  resident  in 

the  Area  at  one  time  during  the  Summer  season,  1938  ...  20 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

There  are  no  private  or  public  baths  or  pools  in  the  Area 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  heading. 


6 


SCAVENGING. 

In  the  Town  Area  a  Twice-Weekly  Collection  of  House  Refuse 
is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  Workmen,  who  also  during  the 
year  have  performed  satisfactorily  the  work  of  cleansing  the  street 
gullies  and  catch-pits. 

In  the  Rural  Area  Indestructible  Refuse  is  collected  once  a 
month  throughout  the  year. 

WORK  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  to  me  as  follows  regarding  the 
work  and  nature  of  Inspections  made  by  him  during  the  past  year. 

1005  Inspections  were  made  during  the  year,  comprising  : — 


Dwelling-houses  ...  ...  68 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk-shops  ...  76 

Bakehouses  ...  ..  44 

Factories  and  Workshops  52 

Slaughter-houses  ...  420 

Miscellaneous  Inspections  for  the  Detection 

of  Nuisances  ...  345 

12  Notices  were  served,  12  being  complied  with, 
These  Notices  comprised  12  Preliminary 

Notices  ...  ...  12 


HOUSING. 

I.  General  Housing  Conditions. 

There  is  not  much  to  report  this  year  about  the  general 
housing  conditions.  Eleven  houses  were  erected  by  private  indi¬ 
viduals,  and  plans  for  about  15  houses  were  approved  by  the 
Council — some  of  these  were  of  course  completed  during  the  past 
year. 

2.  Overcrowding. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Overcrowding  during  the  year. 

3.  Fitness  of  Houses. 

The  houses  in  the  working-part  District  are  mostly  of  the 
cottage  type.  The  general  character  of  defects  existing  in  some 
of  the  houses  are  poor  surroundings,  deficient  light  and  air  and 
dampness. 

Cases  of  unfitness  are  dealt  with  as  they  occur. 

There  are  no  unhealthy  Areas  in  the  District. 
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Housing  Statistics  for  the  Year  1938. 

1. 

Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year  : — 

1.  a.  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects,  under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts...  ...  68 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  68 

2.  a.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  1) 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  ...  0 

b.  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  0 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  danger¬ 

ous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

2. 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation...  ...  12 


Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers  ...  ...  ...  12 

3. 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  ;  — 

A— Proceedings  under  Sections,  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  0 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

formal  notices  : — 


a.  By  owners 

b.  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 
B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

a.  By  owners 

b.  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

2.  C. — Proceedings  under  sections  1 1  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  De¬ 

molition  Orders 

D. — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

1.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  re¬ 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

2.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  res¬ 

pect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ... 


0 

0 


0 


0 

0 


0 

0 


0 
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Housing  Act,  1936-  Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  (')  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  0 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  0 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  — Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reparted  during  the  vear  0 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  ...  0 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  0 

(dj — Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have  again  become 
overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  tor  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(e)— Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding  conditions  upon 
which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to 
report  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk. 

The  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  have  been  periodically 
inspected  and  found  to  be  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

Any  defects  are  pointed  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who 
sees  that  his  recommendations  are  carried  out. 

No  refusal  or  revocation  or  registration  of  retailers  or  of 
licences  for  graded  milk  has  been  made. 

130  Samples  of  Milk  were  taken  from  the  Dairymen  supplying 
milk  during  the  year,  and  of  these  75  passed.  The  samples  are 
examined  and  reported  upon  by  the  County  Bacteriologist.  When 
a  sample  taken  shows  a  poor  test  the  Sanitary  Inspector  visits  the 
dairyman  and  gives  instructions  as  to  how  to  improve  the  purity 
of  the  supply.  Nearly  three  times  more  samples  were  taken  this 
year  than  last  year,  and  the  reports,  especially  in  the  latter  half 
of  the  year,  were  much  more  satisfactory. 

(b)  Meat. 

The  Slaughter-houses  have  been  inspected  and  found  to  be 
clean  and  well  conducted. 

All  Animals  slaughtered  in  the  District  are  inspected  by  the 
Meat  Inspector.  Condemned  meat  is  buried  in  quick-lime,  and 
with  disinfectants,  at  the  Council’s  expense. 

Other  articles  of  Food  exposed  for  sale  have  been  periodically 
inspected  and  no  cause  for  complaint  found. 

The  use  of  the  Humane  Killer  is  compulsory. 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle, 

ex¬ 

cluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed 
(if  known) 

442 

58 

1 120 

568 

Number  inspected  ... 

442 

58 

1  120 

568 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

3 

o 

1 

1 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 

0-6 

01 

Tuberculosis  only. 
Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ... 

-  1 

1 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

0-6 

0-2 

(c)  Adulteration. 

No  action  has  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration) 
Act,  1928,  the  Artificial  Cream  Act,  1929,  the  Public  Health  (Con¬ 
densed  Milk)  Regulations,  1923  and  1927,  the  Public  Health  (Dried 
Milk)  Regulations,  1923,  1927,  and  the  Public  Health  (Preservation 
in  Food,  etc.)  Regulations,  1925  and  1927. 

(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

No  use  of  Laboratories  under  this  heading  has  been  made. 
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(e)  Nutrition. 

No  particular  steps  have  been  taken  to  increase  the  knowledge 
of  the  public  in  this  matter,  but  the  medical  men  in  the  District 
all  help  to  spread  useful  information,  and  the  Medical  Officer  and 
Nurses  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  lecture  the  Mothers  on 
Nutrition. 

(f)  Shell-fish  (Molluscum.) 

There  are  no  Shell-fish  Beds  in  our  District. 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Until  the  end  of  the  year  we  had  remarkable  freedom  from 
Notifiable  Infectious  Disease,  but  just  before  Christmas  we  had 
what  threatened  to  be  a  serious  epidemic  of  Diphtheria.  5  cases  of 
this  disease  were  notified,  4  of  them  being  children,  while  one  was 
an1  adult.  As  soon  as  the  disease  was  recognised  active  steps  were 
taken  to  combat  it — the  Schools  were  closed,  and  a  scheme  for 
Immunisation  was  undertaken,  not  only  for  the  children  of  school 
age,  but  for  all  young  children.  The  Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid  of 
Messrs.  Parke  Davis  &  Co.  was  used,  and  two  injections  were  given 
at  an  interval  of  roughly  a  month.  Schick  Testing  was  not  done 
under  the  Council  scheme,  although  some  of  it  was  done  to  per¬ 
sons  who  wished  it.  260  children  were  inoculated,  of  whom  225 
were  of  school  age,  and  35  pre-school  age,  and  the  fact  that  there 
was  only  one  refusal  showed  that  the  parents  appreciated  the 
efforts  which  were  made  to  stamp  out  the  disease.  All  parents 
had  to  sign  forms  stating  that  they  were  willing  to  have  their 
children  inoculated. 

No  other  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  during  the  year, 
with  the  exception  of  Tuberculosis. 

There  are  no  other  noteworthy  facts  about  any  other  Infec¬ 
tious  Diseases,  or  remedies  which  have  been  tried. 

A  new  scheme  is  being  prepared  whereby  we  may  have  to  be 
responsible  for  more  accommodation  at  the  Whipton  Isolation 
Hospital,  but  so  far  nothing  definite  has  been  arranged. 

There  were  no  notifications  of  Malaria,  Dysentry,  Trench  Fever 
or  Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

The  School  Intimations  serve  as  a  useful  guide  as  to  the  amount 
of  illness  amongst  the  children,  and  may  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  serious  diseases  which  are  not  reported 
by  the  parents. 

Bacteriological  specimens  such  as  throat  swabs,  sputum,  blood, 
etc.  are  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Department  in  Exeter  for  exam¬ 
ination. 


There  has  been  no  Small  Pox  in  the  Area. 

With  regard  to  Tuberculosis — every  effort  has  been  made  by 
the  medical  men  in  the  Area  to  ensure  early  diagnosis  and  notifi¬ 
cation,  and  when  there  is  any  doubt  the  services  of  the  County 
Tuberculosis  Officer  are  at  once  procured.  No  deaths  occured  in 
cases  which  had  not  been  previously  notified. 

There  were  9  fatal  cases  of  Cancer  during  the  year,  but  there 
were  not  enough  cases  to  enable  me  to  draw  any  sort  of  conclu¬ 
sions  as  to  the  prevalence  or  sex  incidence  of  the  disease.  The 
ages  of  those  dying  from  Cancer  were  as  follows  :  85,  78,  76,  71, 
70,  65,  62,  55  and  50.  There  are  no  special  facilities  in  the  Area 
for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  Cancer.  Cases  for  investigation 
are  referred  to  the  Royal  Devon  &  Exeter  Hospital,  when  X  Rays 
and  Radium  are  used  when  necessary. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  Section  176  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for  the  prevention  of  blindness.  Any 
serious  disease  or  injury  to  the  eyes  are  referred  to  the  Eye  In¬ 
firmary  in  Exeter. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

No  action  waa  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations.  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1 936. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the 

Year  1938. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths, 

Small  Pox 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

5 

4 

0 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

0 

0 

0 

(including  Paratyphoid ) 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 

0 

0 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

0 

0 

0 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

OPHTHALMIA  NEANATORUM.— Nil. 


During  the  year  8  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified. 


TUBERCULOSIS.— New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1938. 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Pulmonary  \  Non  Pul' ary 
M  F  M  F 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary  |  Non-Pul' ary 
M  F  M  F 

0 

1 

f  5 

1 

1  ...  0  ... 

l  15 

fl5 

125 

...  1 

0  0  0  ... 

J 

25 

2 

1  0  . 

1 

35 

\  35 

2 

*•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

J 

45 

1  M  •••  •  •  • 

0  ...  0 

[55 

2 

0  ...  ...  . 

65  and  upwards 

2 

Totals 

3  3  2 

2  2  0  0 

There  were  4  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year. 
All  these  had  previously  been  notified. 
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Appended  to  my  Report  will  be  found  the  Report  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  including  the  Tabular  Statements  required  by 
the  Minister  of  Health. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  N.  SIDEBOTHAM,  M.A.,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


May,  1939. 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1938. 


Dear  Sir, 

Herewith  I  submit  for  your  consideration  my  Annual  Report. 

SCAVENGING. 

The  Scavenging  and  Collection  of  House  Refuse  within  the 
Town  area,  including  the  Cleansing  of  Street  Gullies  and  Catch- 
pits,  continue  to  be  satisfactorily  performed  by  the  Council’s  own 
workmen. 

The  cleansings  are  removed  by  direct  labour  by  means  of  the 
Council’s  own  team  labour. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

The  Council  have  under  consideration  the  reconstruction  of 
the  Sewage  Works.  A  scheme  is  being  prepared  by  Messrs.  Lemon 
&  Blizard,  Civil  Engineers.  If  the  proposed  alterations  are  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  work  will  probably  be 
undertaken  during  1939. 

The  Sewers  have  become  choked  on  a  few  occasions  and  re¬ 
ceived  immediate  attention.  Where  discovered,  Defective  House 
Drains  have  been  repaired  by  the  Owners. 

The  Septic  Tanks  and  Filter  Beds  at  the  Council’s  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  have  acted  fairly  satisfactorily,  a  good  deal  of 
attention  having  been  paid  to  the  automatic  lifts  and  fittings 
generally. 

In  the  Town  Area  the  Houses  are  provided  with  Water  Closets 
and  in  the  Rural  Area  with  Pail  Closets. 

Many  of  the  Water  Closets  in  the  Town  Area  serve  two 
Houses. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  past  year  all  premises  upon  which  cases  of  Infec¬ 
tious  Diseases  have  occurred  have  been  disinfected,  as  and  when 
instructed  by  you,  by  means  of  spraying  and  fumigation  with 
Formalin  Lamps. 

Disinfectants  have  been  freely  supplied  to  all  requiring  the 
same. 

NEW  BUILDINGS. 

During  the  year  the  Council  approved  Plans  for  the  erection 
of  13  Dwelling-houses. 

The  Buildings  have  been  inspected  from  time  to  time  during 
construction. 
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NUISANCES. 

345  General  Inspections  were  made  for  the  Detection  of 


Nuisances. 

Number  of  Nuisances  found  ...  12 

Number  of  Nuisances  abated  ...  12 

Number  of  Houses  partly  re-drained  ...  7 

Defective  Water  Closets  repaired  ...  3 

Accumulations  of  Refuse  removed  ...  0 

Defective  Roofs  repaired  ...  16 

Preliminary  Notices  served  ...  16 

Statutory  Notices  served  ...  0 


HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING 

The  majority  of  the  Houses  in  the  District  are  small,  gener¬ 
ally  having  only  two  bedrooms,  and  ill  suited  for  persons  with  large 
families.  A  great  number  of  Cottages  are  old  and  dilapidated. 
Rents  are  generally  low. 

A  few  Houses  are  being  erected  by  private  enterprise. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Periodical  Inspections  to  the  Cowsheds,  Dairies,  etc.  have 
been  made  and  generally  they  were  found  to  be  kept  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  condition. 

FOOD  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION. 

The  carcases  and  organs  of  all  animals  slaughtered  in  the 
District,  for  human  consumption,  are  inspected  before  sale. 

Periodically,  I  have  inspected  other  Articles  of  Food  exposed 
for  sale. 

The  following  meat  was  surrendered  and  destroyed  as  being 
unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 

140  lbs.  Bullocks  organs. 

50  lbs.  Pigs  organs,  etc. 

120  lbs.  Mutton. 

During  the  past  12  months  2,1S8  carcases  have  been  inspected 
as  follows  : — 


Bullocks 

442 

Pigs 

56S 

Sheep 

1120 

Calves 

58 

2,188 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  BAKEHOUSES 

The  Bakehouses,  Workshops,  Nc.  have  been  inspected  from 
time  to  time  and  were  found  generally  to  be  well  kept.  No  under¬ 
ground  Bakehouses  exist. 
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SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

General  visits  of  Inspection  were  made  to  the  Slaughter¬ 
houses  in  the  District. 

A  few  instances  of  Offal  and  Manure  remaining  for  too  long  a 
period  on  the  premises  were  discovered  and  orders  given  for  its 
prompt  removal. 

Generally  the  Premises  were  well  kept. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Town  Area  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Council's 
Reservoirs,  consisting  of  high  and  low  level  storage  reservoirs. 

All  parts  of  the  Town  have  had  an  ample  supply  of  Water 
throughout  the  year.  During  the  year  there  has  been  no  complaint 
of  shortage. 

The  Houses  in  the  Rural  Area  obtain  their  Water  from  springs 
and  wells. 

A  scheme  for  providing  an  additional  water  supply  for  the 
high  levels  of  the  town  is  being  prepared  by  Messrs.  Lemon  & 
Blizard,  Civil  Engineers. 

Appended  are  the  tabular  statements  required  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 


I  am,  Sir, 

Yours  obediently, 

E.  ROGERS,  M.I.M.C.E.,  and  A.R.S.I., 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


May,  1939. 


Dr.  F.  N.  Sidebotham,  M.A.,  M.D.,  &c.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Ottery  St.  Mary. 
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Particulars  as  to  the  Number  of  Sanitary  Conveniences  of  each 
type  in  the  District,  and  particulars  as  to  the  Number  of 
Conversions  from  one  type  of  Convenience  to  another,. 

Year  ending  31st  December,  1938- 


Number  of  Privies  with  fixed  receptacles  ...  3 

Number  of  Privies  with  movable  receptacles  ...  70 

Number  of  Fresh  Water  Closets  ...  569 

Conversions  : 

Privies  fixed  to  movable  receptacles  ...  6 

Privies  with  fixed  receptacles  to  Fresh  Water 

Closets  ...  ...  ...  2 

Privies  with  fixed  receptacles  to  Waste  Water 

Closets  ...  ...  ...  0 

Privies  with  movable  receptacles  to  fresh  w.c.’s  0 

Privies  with  movable  receptacles  to  waste  w.c.’s  0 

Waste  Water  converted  to  pail  privies  ...  0 

Particulars  under  the  Housing  Act,  1930  : 

Inspections  for  the  Year  1938- 

Number  of  Dwelling-houses  inspected  68 

Number  found  to  be  unfit  for  Human 
Habitation  unless  extensive  repairs 
are  carried  out  0 

Number  of  Houses  unfit  and  unoccupied  L 

Number  of  Houses  with  minor  defects  25 

Number  as  above  repaired  25 

Number  of  Demolitions  by  Owner  0 


Works  carried  out  for  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1938. 

1005  Inspections  were  made  during  the  year,  comprising  : — 

76  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Milkshops,  &c. 

44  Bakehouses. 

52  Factories  and  Workshops. 

420  Slaughter-houses. 

68  Dwelling-houses,  under  the  Housing  Act,  1930. 

345  Miscellaneous  Inspections  for  the  Detection  of  Nuisances. 

12  Notices  were  served,  12  being  complied  with.  These 
Notices  comprised  12  Preliminary  Notices. 
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